Between the 1990 and 2000 U.S. Census, Kentucky was successful in reducing the
number of adults 18 and older without a high school or GED diploma. Still, 785,000
Kentuckians 18 and older do not have a high school or GED diploma and Kentucky ranks
49% in the nation as a percentage of the adult population without a high school or GED
diploma.

Nationally and in Kentucky, GED graduates are on the rise. Approximately 429,000
students in the U.S., in calendar year 2007 earned a GED diploma representing a 5 percent
increase from calendar year 2006. Increases occurred in 42 states and Kentucky was one
of these states. In fact, from fiscal year 2007 to fiscal year 2008, Kentucky had an 11
percent increase in the number of GED graduates, the largest since fiscal year 2001.

In order to continue raising the educational level of the Commonwealth, improve the
quality of life, and increase economic development, Kentucky has begun addressing low
mean scores of GED graduates. Of increasing importance, is raising the scores on the
five GED Tests so that students are better prepared for postsecondary education and/or
higher quality employment. In the United States, as well as Kentucky, the average
standard scores are lowest in Math and Writing. In Kentucky the Math, Reading and
Writing scores are on an upward trend (Graph 1). However, Kentucky’s average standard
scores in Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies and Science still remain lower than the
national average (Graph 1).

Graph 1: Kentucky and National Mean Scores for GEDe Graduates by Calendar Year
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The pass rate in Kentucky has increased steadily over the years (Graph 2). Kentucky’s pass rate has increased even though
fewer people are completing the GED Tests, they are thus passing at a higher percentage.

Graph 2: Kentucky’s GEDg Pass Rate by Fiscal Year
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Data represented on pages 4-10 of this research brief are specific to county programs. The data used to generate this research brief are
from the following sources: AERIN, NRSpro, GED Testing Serviceg and the U.S. Census.

It is important to avoid over-interpretation of average scores and pass rates at the county level. For example, a county that has a higher
pass rate than another county may reflect natural variability due to a small number of GED graduates.

The intentions of this research brief are to provide trend information at the state level and national comparisons and to assist programs
in making informed educational and policy decisions at the local level.

Definitions of Terms
Mean score is calculated by dividing the sum of the average standard scores by the total number of standard scores.
Pass rate is calculated by dividing the number of GED graduates by the number of completed GED Tests.

GED graduates completed all five subject batteries with standard score total of 2,250 (average of 450 per test) and a passing
standard score of 410 on each of the subject batteries.

GED non-passers completed all 5 subject batteries but either did not have a minimum standard score of 2250 and/or a
standard score of 410 on one or more subject batteries.

Standard deviation measures the average distance of the scores from the mean (abbreviated STD).

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -2-



Graph 3: Kentucky’s Mean Scores for GEDe Graduates by Fiscal Year
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fl’he GED mean score in Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies and Science (Graph 3) represent thﬁ
averages for the entire state in all five GED Tests which include student scores not affiliated with an adult
education center. The GED mean scores on page 4 in Table 1 and Table 2 represent the mean scores in
each test for students attending an adult education center or receiving instruction from a KYAE instructor,
including local correctional facilities. The mean scores in each subject area are slightly lower when the
data are disaggregated by students receiving instruction from a KYAE instructor versus those for the
entire state (Table 1 versus Graph 3).
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Analysis of Students Receiving Instruction from a KYAE Instructor

Table 1: Mean Scores for GED@ Graduates Receiving Instruction from an Adult Education
Instructor by Subject Battery for Fiscal Year 2007-08

Writing 7975 499 410-800 440 490 68

Science 7975 540 410-800 530 530 67

Table 2: Mean Scores for GED@ Non-Passers Receiving Instruction from an Adult Education
Instructor by Subject Battery for Fiscal Year 2007-08

Math 1742 401 220-600 400 400 41

Writing 1742 386 0-600 400 420 138

Science 1742 461 230-700 440 460 53
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Region 1:
Table 3: County GEDg Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDg Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08
Fiscal o . . . .
County Year Number Writing Social Studies Science Reading Math Total
BALLARD 2006-07 10 484 503 510 520 474 2491
2007-08 22 512 540 548 589 475 2664
CALDWELL 2006-07 16 492 562 556 584 525 2718
2007-08 12 539 573 559 594 492 2758
CALLOWAY 2006-07 47 486 553 569 561 516 2685
2007-08 33 523 557 567 601 519 2768
CARLISLE 2006-07 2 490 520 540 430 525 2505
2007-08 5 494 518 548 512 506 2578
CHRISTIAN 2006-07 197 465 520 529 541 482 2537
2007-08 179 488 520 529 529 477 2542
CRITTENDEN 2006-07 22 475 548 564 575 532 2693
2007-08 32 482 529 539 550 438 2588
DAVIESS 2006-07 147 484 533 538 557 491 2603
2007-08 204 498 530 538 552 483 2600
FULTON 2006-07 7 477 571 556 603 491 2699
2007-08 8 495 494 506 496 466 2458
GRAVES 2006-07 31 481 510 529 553 493 2565
2007-08 33 512 542 563 577 504 2697
HANCOCK 2006-07 11 495 535 552 585 535 2702
2007-08 10 517 567 538 543 514 2679
HENDERSON 2006-07 150 468 522 530 544 477 2540
2007-08 89 479 517 526 542 479 2543
HICKMAN 2006-07 6 547 572 573 582 527 2800
2007-08 10 511 556 561 569 470 2667
HOPKINS 2006-07 100 482 520 540 555 490 2587
2007-08 101 511 544 556 573 504 2687
LIVINGSTON 2006-07 7 503 506 520 587 530 2646
2007-08 B 508 616 624 630 438 2866
LYON 2006-07 3 440 523 520 560 493 2537
2007-08 22 460 500 496 516 462 2435
MARSHALL 2006-07 34 484 531 549 566 522 2652
2007-08 39 516 528 550 577 503 2674
MCCRACKEN 2006-07 73 499 535 559 583 515 2692
2007-08 115 515 540 550 551 502 2658
MCLEAN 2006-07 16 468 541 551 554 487 2600
2007-08 23 467 531 520 585 476 2579
MUHLENBERG 2006-07 41 482 520 544 570 483 2600
2007-08 66 509 542 557 558 504 2670
OHIO 2006-07 19 464 505 521 561 476 2526
2007-08 25 506 543 553 562 492 2656
TODD 2006-07 35 488 528 537 555 505 2613
2007-08 43 491 505 521 525 461 2503
TRIGG 2006-07 28 466 529 523 551 495 2564
2007-08 32 480 538 539 562 493 2612
UNION 2006-07 12 487 531 561 588 496 2662
2007-08 11 512 568 593 637 519 2829
WEBSTER 2006-07 27 486 501 538 520 478 2523
2007-08 30 501 552 568 590 494 2705

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -5-
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Region 2
Table 4: County GED@ Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDg Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08
Fiscal " . . . .
County Year Number Writing Social Studies Science Reading Math Total
ADAIR 2006-07 56 462 518 534 541 489 2543
2007-08 78 483 518 536 542 479 2557
ALLEN 2006-07 65 450 508 523 529 475 2485
2007-08 85 465 516 523 545 460 2508
BARREN 2006-07 58 488 539 567 577 521 2692
2007-08 49 518 537 550 556 493 2653
BUTLER 2006-07 34 455 523 525 521 477 2501
2007-08 33 478 538 550 548 484 2598
CASEY 2006-07 41 479 520 551 537 490 2577
2007-08 52 515 527 535 560 482 2619
CLINTON 2006-07 28 466 531 552 558 511 2618
2007-08 50 485 514 536 525 490 2550
CUMBERLAND 2006-07 7 459 510 543 537 481 2530
2007-08 8 504 551 571 541 484 2651
EDMONSON 2006-07 22 469 536 551 551 477 2585
2007-08 22 457 484 497 485 458 2381
GREEN 2006-07 24 465 525 532 536 475 2533
2007-08 23 475 512 520 535 464 2506
HART 2006-07 36 466 529 543 536 486 2560
2007-08 53 517 545 550 578 505 2695
LAUREL 2006-07 117 466 520 541 536 500 2562
2007-08 153 484 524 535 550 483 2576
LOGAN 2006-07 36 479 539 566 575 499 2658
2007-08 36 526 541 530 559 456 2612
MCCREARY 2006-07 39 480 509 511 537 474 2510
2007-08 51 489 515 523 536 475 2538
METCALFE 2006-07 7 481 504 516 560 474 2536
2007-08 26 485 540 558 573 517 2673
MONROE 2006-07 39 464 512 522 526 472 2497
2007-08 37 499 514 526 530 484 2553
PULASKI 2006-07 105 478 536 545 561 484 2604
2007-08 121 488 530 536 550 475 2579
ROCKCASTLE 2006-07 35 457 522 537 540 479 2535
2007-08 32 478 522 536 558 466 2561
RUSSELL 2006-07 30 486 529 557 563 509 2645
2007-08 32 506 533 534 545 486 2605
SIMPSON 2006-07 53 473 539 546 556 493 2607
2007-08 41 478 520 531 545 468 2542
TAYLOR 2006-07 40 488 502 526 540 494 2551
2007-08 63 516 527 538 541 490 2612
WARREN 2006-07 127 474 543 552 577 492 2638
2007-08 124 505 535 550 562 493 2645
WAYNE 2006-07 64 467 517 531 531 473 2520
2007-08 80 495 517 529 536 474 2551
WHITLEY 2006-07 81 472 523 534 554 481 2565
2007-08 112 486 516 531 532 475 2539

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -6-
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Region 3

Table 5: County GEDg Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDe Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08

County
BRECKINRIDGE

BULLITT
GRAYSON
HARDIN
HENRY
JEFFERSON
LARUE
MARION
MEADE
NELSON
OLDHAM
SHELBY
SPENCER
TRIMBLE

WASHINGTON

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education

Fiscal
Year
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08

Number

58
57
174
155
97
101
252
229
26
38
766
934
21
25
47
72
43
56
75
82
43
51
35
72
15
19

10
48
29

Writing

454
479
484
492
466
493
479
492
481
502
489
511
470
488
448
475
484
499
469
501
505
524
506
500
501
495
459
499
470
494

Social Studies

511
510
528
533
525
536
537
540
512
529
544
543
547
555
504
514
547
535
527
525
560
553
540
528
520
542
489
554
521
506

Science

525
531
541
547
541
537
562
540
551
531
553
545
569
575
514
532
565
553
543
537
560
566
561
534
552
543
539
558
540
527

Reading

524
554
536
552
538
538
558
565
560
555
564
569
559
564
507
525
572
565
535
544
556
585
)
542
547
548
505
525
546
528

Math

479
475
490
489
489
473
492
496
487
482
505
506
500
502
483
474
493
488
493
489
499
504
503
485
473
474
475
486
495
477

December 2008

Total

2493
2549
2579
2612
2559
2576
2617
2632
2591
2599
2655
2674
2645
2685
2457
2519
2660
2639
2568
2596
2680
2732
2685
2589
2592
2602
2466
2622
2572
2531
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Region 4
Table 6: County GEDg Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDe Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08

Fiscal

County Year Number Writing Social Studies Science Reading Math Total
BATH 2006-07 22 473 527 552 553 491 2596
2007-08 22 486 529 530 553 476 2574
BOONE 2006-07 203 482 542 548 551 503 2625
2007-08 209 514 561 558 574 503 2709
BOYD 2006-07 78 479 522 534 551 489 2574
2007-08 72 507 550 552 566 482 2657
BRACKEN 2006-07 13 455 581 596 564 505 2700
2007-08 B 450 548 528 492 462 2480
CAMPBELL 2006-07 220 478 523 536 537 493 2567
2007-08 211 502 538 539 549 488 2616
CARROLL 2006-07 32 472 517 521 527 477 2513
2007-08 43 479 511 526 528 475 2518
FLEMING 2006-07 27 461 531 544 560 504 2600
2007-08 36 497 539 546 545 497 2623
GALLATIN 2006-07 17 469 548 568 592 511 2688
2007-08 27 481 507 515 526 474 2503
GRANT 2006-07 77 478 526 548 533 492 2577
2007-08 85 503 553 555 567 504 2682
GREENUP 2006-07 45 463 526 536 538 490 2554
2007-08 42 516 572 572 572 498 2730
KENTON 2006-07 223 474 528 537 540 491 2570
2007-08 229 502 527 540 548 489 2607
LEWIS 2006-07 19 460 537 534 519 482 2532
2007-08 32 479 493 503 523 481 2479
MASON 2006-07 70 454 521 534 538 479 2526
2007-08 120 484 520 524 533 477 2539
MONTGOMERY 2006-07 67 467 528 542 544 476 2557
2007-08 65 494 512 532 523 476 2538
OWEN 2006-07 24 476 506 531 522 468 2503
2007-08 27 497 503 544 538 475 2557
PENDLETON 2006-07 18 473 543 552 558 500 2627
2007-08 38 519 536 544 560 483 2644
ROBERTSON 2006-07 4 485 570 580 550 488 2673
2007-08 1 620 490 490 560 450 2610
ROWAN 2006-07 67 467 526 544 540 500 2577
2007-08 69 489 535 538 551 483 2596

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -8-
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Region 5
Table 7: County GEDg Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDe Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08

Fiscal

County Year Number Writing Social Studies Science Reading Math Total
ANDERSON 2006-07 36 474 524 540 557 476 2572
2007-08 47 479 524 536 524 481 2544
BOURBON 2006-07 20 505 517 542 554 483 2601
2007-08 40 496 528 539 557 475 2594
BOYLE 2006-07 44 487 536 548 557 498 2625
2007-08 32 482 548 547 544 484 2606
CLARK 2006-07 37 514 561 562 616 495 2748
2007-08 76 527 551 556 598 490 2721
ESTILL 2006-07 52 469 522 546 563 473 2572
2007-08 49 518 527 532 545 482 2604
FAYETTE 2006-07 277 493 549 561 565 502 2670
2007-08 286 519 553 551 579 514 2716
FRANKLIN 2006-07 154 481 529 540 561 493 2604
2007-08 159 485 530 527 546 483 2570
GARRARD 2006-07 24 461 505 525 513 467 2470
2007-08 21 469 508 520 512 462 2471
HARRISON 2006-07 12 473 549 550 579 476 2627
2007-08 32 480 517 523 528 468 2517
JESSAMINE 2006-07 98 488 533 552 544 494 2611
2007-08 91 517 546 556 566 502 2687
LINCOLN 2006-07 38 464 512 527 530 469 2503
2007-08 42 475 534 526 542 473 2550
MADISON 2006-07 79 477 539 551 556 509 2632
2007-08 111 498 545 547 551 500 2642
MERCER 2006-07 31 464 521 547 548 490 2570
2007-08 57 480 515 525 526 467 2514
NICHOLAS 2007-08 11 481 539 563 554 484 2620
2006-07 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
POWELL 2006-07 55 465 534 545 549 470 2564
2007-08 85 476 514 526 544 469 2528
SCOTT 2006-07 80 481 534 550 544 499 2607
2007-08 114 499 538 545 558 500 2640
WOODFORD 2006-07 24 477 521 519 551 483 2551
2007-08 20 510 569 562 583 497 2721

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -9-



Research Brief No.3 GEDg ANALYSIS

Region 6

Table 8: County GEDg Mean Scores by Subject Battery for GEDg Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and 2007-08

County
BELL

BREATHITT
CARTER
CLAY
ELLIOTT
FLOYD
HARLAN
JACKSON
JOHNSON
KNOTT
KNOX
LAWRENCE
LEE
LESLIE
LETCHER
MAGOFFIN
MARTIN
MENIFEE
MORGAN
OWSLEY
PERRY
PIKE

WOLFE

Fiscal
Year

2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08
2006-07
2007-08

Number

45
62
60
87
52
73
91
107
8
7
41
55
27
55
52
47
53
31
18
20
46
35
16
31
42
39
15
22
40
29
11
16
5
7
13
23
37
41
9
4
46
39
83
86
11
13

Writing
473
505
469
502
459
485
459
479
503
513
461
511
474
505
453
471
484
499
459
496
451
483
464
521
460
481
500
497
456
498
486
525
452
543
450
483
465
503
463
498
466
492
478
501
452
531

Social Studies

516
537
498
526
528
521
513
522
516
577
536
558
511
519
514
520
532
521
506
546
490
519
516
562
530
539
534
534
511
517
522
546
506
581
525
516
499
528
522
518
531
534
523
537
520
571

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education

Science

533
537
518
531
538
536
530
526
548
564
547
565
526
534
517
519
535
531
519
548
517
527
513
565
537
565
554
563
531
539
538
530
526
600
530
528
528
537
509
540
532
531
539
538
529
528

Reading

538
540
507
550
532
539
529
522
570
619
547
566
556
551
531
534
570
561
532
913
505
524
543
603
548
554
959
581
530
553
530
544
518
674
525
537
529
557
534
523
557
557
544
539
546
568

Math

a77
484
471
486
491
470
494
479
501
493
477
500
465
A77
469
476
476
474
474
497
455
467
455
495
486
473
501
498
472
471
480
498
500
546
453
47
481
476
457
490
485
480
472
474
479
534

December 2008

Total

2538
2602
2462
2595
2548
2551
2524
2528
2638
2766
2569
2690
2533
2586
2484
2521
2596
2586
2490
2660
2418
2521
2491
2736
2561
2601
2648
2664
2500
2577
2556
2644
2502
2944
2483
2536
2502
2600
2486
2568
2571
2594
2557
2590
2526
2732

-10-
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Table 9: GEDg Pass Rate by County for Fiscal Year 2007-08

County Pass Rate County Pass Rate County Pass Rate
Adair 82% Grant 88% McLean 88%
Allen 73% Graves 85% Meade 81%
Anderson 81% Grayson 73% Menifee 79%
Ballard 71% Green 82% Mercer 81%
Barren 86% Greenup 84% Metcalfe 93%
Bath 76% Hancock 91% Monroe 79%
Bell 89% Hardin 80% Montgomery 82%
Boone 94% Harlan 86% Morgan 68%
Bourbon 87% Harrison 89% Muhlenberg 99%
Boyd 86% Hart 87% Nelson 85%
Boyle 67% Henderson 83% Nicholas 92%
Bracken 50% Henry 90% Ohio 93%
Breathitt 73% Hickman 83% Oldham 89%
Breckinridge 65% Hopkins 91% Owen 75%
Bullitt 82% Jackson 75% Owsley 36%
Butler 77% Jefferson 86% Pendleton 90%
Caldwell 92% Jessamine 89% Perry 81%
Calloway 85% Johnson 82% Pike 80%
Campbell 85% Kenton 77% Powell 72%
Carlisle 83% Knott 91% Pulaski 79%
Carroll 75% Knox 61% Robertson 100%
Carter 69% Larue 86% Rockcastle 73%
Casey 78% Laurel 77% Rowan 83%
Christian 74% Lawrence 86% Russell 86%
Clark 95% Lee 72% Scott 83%
Clay 82% Leslie 88% Shelby 85%
Clinton 79% Letcher 88% Simpson 91%
Crittenden 86% Lewis 80% Spencer 86%
Cumberland 57% Lincoln 63% Taylor 84%
Daviess 90% Livingston 100% Todd 88%
Edmonson 96% Logan 78% Trigg 84%
Elliott 78% Lyon 79% Trimble 91%
Estill 77% Madison 83% Union 92%
Fayette 87% Magoffin 84% Warren 87%
Fleming 92% Marion 69% Washington 88%
Floyd 82% Marshall 93% Wayne 75%
Franklin 82% Martin 100% Webster 70%
Fulton 67% Mason 81% Whitley 80%
Gallatin 82% McCracken 93% Wolfe 57%
Garrard 72% McCreary 75% Woodford 91%

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education -11-



Analysis of High Scoring GED Graduates for Fiscal Year 2006-07

There were 7,223 GED graduates from an adult education center in fiscal year 2006-07 of which 55% were
male and 44% female. The GED mean scores for each subject are listed below:

Math = 491

Reading = 549
Writing = 476

Social Studies = 529
Science = 542

Of these 7,223 GED graduates, 2,106 scored 2,700 and above in fiscal year 2006-07 of which 59% were male
and 41% were female. The GED mean scores for the high scoring GED graduates for each subject are listed
below:

Math = 544

Reading = 648

Writing = 525

Social Studies =600

Science = 607

Analysis of the 2,106 High Scoring GEDg Graduates by Gender for Fiscal Year 2006-07
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Analysis of High Scoring GED Graduates for Fiscal Year 2007-08

There were 7,975 GED graduates from an adult education center in fiscal year 2007-08 of which 56% were
male and 44% female. The GED mean scores for each subject are listed below:

Math = 489

Reading = 554
Writing = 499

Social Studies = 534
Science = 540

Of these 7,975 GED graduates, 2,627 scored 2,700 and above in fiscal year 2007-08 of which 59% were male
and 41% were female. The GED mean scores for the high scoring GED graduates for each subject are listed
below:

Math = 538

Reading = 648

Writing = 555

Social Studies = 604

Science = 603

Analysis of the 2,627 High Scoring GEDe Graduates by Gender for Fiscal Year 2007-08
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